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INFORMATION CIRCULAR 


UNITED STATES DEPARTVENT OF THE INTERIOR = BUREAU OF MINIS 


MINE SAFETY BOARD DECISION 29 L/ 
DOORS FOR CONTROLLING VENTILATION | 
IN COAL MINES 
In the interest of safety in underground coal mining, the Bureau of 
Mines recommendss 
le That doors used to control ventilation 
(a) Shall be installed in pairs to form air locks, 
(b) Shall be self-closing, 


(c) Shall not have latches or other devices for 
holding them open, 


(d) Shall be constructed and maintained to prevent 
excessive air leakage through or around then, 


(e) Shall be fire resistant. 


ee That wherever practicable the use of doors shall be 
limited to development openings. 


The Mine Safety Board is of the opinion that the best practice in 
coalmmine ventilation makes use of a split system employing overcasts or 
undercasts with doors limited as far as feasible to development openings. 


_ The distance between air-leck doors on haulageways should be suf~ 
ficient to accommodate a trip or train of maximum length. Where auxiliary 
doors are installed to control ventilation during emergencies, they should 
be so placed that they can be utilized readily in case of damage to the aire 
lock doors, 


L The Bureau of Mines will welcome reprinting of this paper, provided the 


following footnote acknowledgnent is used: "Reprinted from Bureau of 
Mines Information Circular 7018." | 
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Doors should close automatically. Frames may be constructed with 
a sufficient. batter to cause the doors to close by gravity; the mechanical 
means generally employed use counterwolghts or springs and levers. Com 
pressed air is used to onerate certain types of mine doors, and those 
electrically actuated may ba controlled by compressed air, clectric 
switches, or photoelectric cells. | 


Many disastrous mine explosions have resulted because doors were 
held open by latches or other devices. 


Where the total ventilating pressure on a door is too great to 
permit ready manual operation, it should be provided with a small covered 
opening to serve as a means for relieving excess pressuree 


RECOMMENDED — April 4, 1938, 
MINE SAFETY BCARD 


J. He HEDGES, Chairman 
A. 0, FIELDNER 

J. Js FORBES 

WILRERT J. HUIF 

‘D. HARRINGTON 

De Ge SUSIE 

H. He SCEREN 


Ge He JACKSON 


“APPROVED, 
April 5, 1933 


JOHN W. FINCH 
Director 


6513 - oe 


Google 


